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DR. HENLEY OF HAILEYBURY 

By Alfred J. Morrison, Ph. D., Hampden-Sidney, Virginia. 

The story is that Mr. Copland, a minister of the Church of 
England, returning from India made up a subscription on board 
ship for a school in Virginia, to be called the "East India Com- 
pany's school." This was towards 1620, when the East India 
Company and the Virginia Company were still very young. 

Nothing permanent came of Mr. Copland's proposal ; but 
it is interesting to reflect that when the East India Com- 
pany established its own school at Haileybury in Hertfordshire, 
more than two hundred years after Mr. Copland's generous 
plans for Virginia, the first Principal of the establishment was 
a clergyman who had for a time filled the chair of Mental and 
Moral Philosophy at the College of William and Mary. So Vir- 
ginia was in the end nearly connected with the East India Com- 
pany's school. 

Haileybury College, which for fifty years after 1806 trained 
a great number of the men who made and saved India during that 
interval, was and is an imposing architectural achievement. The 
buildings stand on the high road from Hertford to London, some 
twelve miles from London. Fronting the road was a grand 
facade, with many columns, like that of the National Gallery at 
London, Wilkins being the architect of both. Behind the facade 
(three great buildings, Chapel, Hall, and Library, filling that 
front), was a quadrangle about a quarter of a mile square, the 
largest quadrangle of the kind in England, except the Great 
Quad at Trinity College, Cambridge. The sides of the quadrangle 
were mainly occupied with students' rooms arranged in four 
blocks, one room allotted to each student— the professors' houses 
were at the corners, and the side of the quadrangle which con- 
tained the great college gate was flanked with lecture rooms and 
quarters for bachelor professors. Haileybury, under changed 
control, is still a great school, enrolling a few years ago five 
hundred boys. 
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The first Principal of the East India Company's school at 
Haileybury was the Rev. Dr. Samuel Henley. "Of this gentle- 
man little is known except that he was sixty-six years old when 
he was appointed to the principalship, that he commenced his 
career as Professor at William and Mary College, Virginia, in 
1770, that he returned to England at the outbreak of the Ameri- 
can Revolution and became an assistant master in Harrow School, 
that he was afterwards a beneficed clergyman of the Church 
of England, and that he was a fairly prominent man of letters and 
contributed to literary periodicals. How he obtained his ap- 
pointment is nowhere stated. His name is not to be found among 
those of prominent Anglo-Indian families, and it must be as- 
sumed that he was in some way sufficiently well known to East 
India Company Directors of importance to obtain the situation." 
Malthus, the celebrated political economist, was a professor at 
Haileybury under Dr. Henley. Mr. Cormell Price, the sagacious 
"Head" of Kipling's school-boy stories Stalky and Co. was a 
house master at the new Haileybury for ten years after 1863. 

Dr. Henley the first Principal of Haileybury retired in 181 5, 
at the age of seventy-five, and died immediately afterwards. 

[See "An Account of the East India College at Haileybury 
(1806-1857)" by H. Morse Stephens in Colonial Civil Service, 
by A. Lawrence Lowell. New York. 1900. pp. 270-273. | 

Note By the Editors 

For sketch of Dr. Henley see "Dictionary of National Biography" and 
William and Mary College Quarterly, VII, 153-154. He was quite an 
active factor in colonial life and strongly opposed the creation of a 
Bishopric in America, for which he received the thanks of the Virginia 
Assembly. After returning to England in 1775, he acquired much reputa- 
tion as the translator of Beckford's striking romance "Vathek." See 
also Tyler, "Williamsburg, The Old Colonial Capital." As to Mr. Cop- 
land, the fund which he collected was assigned by the London Company 
to a school in Virginia at Charles City, now City Point, but the scheme 
was frustrated by the Indian massacre of 1622. 



